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| November 21, 2025

The Honorable M. Courtney Watson
11436 Butterfruit Way
Ellicott City, MD 21042-1443

Dear Delegate Watson,

I was honored to submit a statement to the Congressional Record in tribute to your father Dr.

Edward Cochran's memory and life of service. Enclosed is a copy of the Record of November 20, 2025
in which the statement appears. I hope that you and your family will treasure these documents.

Please do not hesitate to contact me if I may ever be of assistance to you.

Sincerely,

L)

Chris Van Hollen
United States Senator
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Senate
REMEMBERING DR. EDWARD COCHRAN

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr. President, I rise today to honor the life
and legacy of .fo.rmcr Howard County Executive Edward Leo
Cochran, Jr.. a distinguished public servant and scientific researcher,

who passed away earlier this month at the age of 96.
Born in Maryland on March 18, 1929, Dr. Cochran was

committed to public service, education, science, and family. Dr.
Cochran attended what was then Loyola College before pursuing a
master’s degree in chemistry at Duquesne University and a Ph.D. at
the University of Notre Dame. It was during his time at the

University of Notre Dame that he met his wife Catherine Joan

Flanagan. The couple were married for 62 wonderful years and had

six children.
Dr. Cochran was a tremendous Marylander, making a positive

impact and leaving a lasting legacy in our State and for the good of
our entire country. As a scientist, Dr. Cochran made significant
contributions to the understanding of free-radical chemistry, which he
worked on at Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory.
Beyond scientific discovery, Dr. Cochran’s impact was felt
through his dedication 10 public service. He served on the Howard
County Board of Education and the Howard County Council prior to
being elected as county executive in 1974. In each of these clectgd
offices. he served his constituents with distinction and fulfilled his
commitment to creating a more just community shaped by equal
rights for all. During his service, he helped move that goal forward
by working to end segregation in county schools..}.ic also fonped
rﬁany government agencies, including the Citizens S.erwces
Department, the Office of Human Rights, the che .of Aging, the
Office of Law, and the Office of Consumer {\ffalrs: with a focus on
bettering the community he served and the.hves of HowarQ County
residents. He made more affordable housing options avanl.able to
local seniors and enhanced consumer protections. A true belneye’r mf
the value of education, Dr. € ochran was critical 10 the fogpdngb od
Howard C ommunity C ollege and served as the first chair of its boar

of trustees.
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Senate
REMEMBERING DR. EDWARD COCHRAN

Mr. VAN HOLLEN. Mr, President, | rise today to honor the life
and legacy of former Howard County Executive BEdward Leo
Cochran, Jr., a distinguished public servant and scientific researcher,
who passed away carlier this month at the age of 96,

Born in Maryland on March 18, 1929, Dr. Cochran was
committed to public service, education, science, and family. Dr,
Cochran attended what was then Loyola College before pursuing a
master's degree in chemistry at Duquesne University and a Ph.D. at
the University of Notre Dame. It was during his time at the
University of Notre Dame that he met his wife Catherine Joan
Flanagan. The couple were married for 62 wonderful years and had
six children.

Dr. Cochran was a tremendous Marylander, making a positive
impact and leaving a lasting legacy in our State and for the good of
our entire country. As a scientist, Dr. Cochran made significant
contributions to the understanding of free-radical chemistry, which he
worked on at Johns Hopkins University Applied Physics Laboratory.

Beyond scientific discovery, Dr. Cochran’s impact was felt
through his dedication to public service. He served on the Howard
County Board of Education and the Howard County Council prior to
being clected as county executive in 1974, In each of these elected
offices, he served his constituents with distinction and fulfilled his
commitment to creating a more just community shaped by equal
rights for all. During his service, he helped move that goal forward
by working to end segregation in county schools. He also formed
many government agencies, including the Citizens Services
Department, the Office of Human Rights, the Office of Aging, the
Office of Law, and the Office of Consumer Affairs, with a focus on
bettering the community he served and the lives of Howard County
residents. He made more affordable housing options available to
local seniors and enhanced consumer protections. A true believer in
the value of education, Dr. Cochran was critical to the founding of
Howard Community College and served as the first chair of its board
of trustees.

There is no doubt that Dr. Cochran’s legacy lives on in
Maryland and especially in Howard County. Just as enduring is the
example he set at home, where he was an engaged and loving father
who modeled for his children responsibility for the environment in a
hands-on way while working on the family farm.

Dr. Cochran is survived by his brother Donald; six children;
Maryland Delegate Courtney Watson, Ted Cochran, William
Cochran, Mark Cochran, Mary Catherine Cochran, and Christopher
Cochran; 23 grandchildren; and 13 great-grandchildren.

The people of Maryland have lost an incomparable leader, but
Dr. Cochran’s many legacies will continue to shape the future of
Howard County and beyond. I ask my colleagues to join me in

extending our condolences to his family.




P o T A - %P 9
nw _.r.o‘/ul’nc.. e --r)‘.r-\\nw.. Ve ~ . .
A M) u.f-...;v.(' 3 N e | > .
s Yok S e..-u\a - { AR
1 Frigt o7 e ‘ f .
< |
» 4

‘z |

-
-t ’
“- 1" 1
. -~ » |
-~ - .ﬁ ~ 5 ) ]
- - 4
X
PG 5 s.nA.v.... . ot
A " ™ vinal o
IV -.V.’f '\IQ, -f‘\ - -
- R
o .I-
N o
. \ -
4 i
! i»
‘ .
»
'R L4 :
~
L
»
\
L
iy
'
'
3 L4
. : -
" i
. - L)
=
A
™
Y -
T On P !
......... \
. v »
T .
/J,. », ' 3
) . v
L Ay o
» \ !
.. )
AR
\' L )
e \
e W \
- g -
nd b )
‘ e ) ..n‘.
» "y M s
LY <
- )
o -
o
A ‘e
~ ¢ s
o
% v A
’ . R, \ -
CCCCCCC '.l— I.\ )
TS Y -..a
. BT Py
).- ,r. . -—. N
e s n
.
,/.J - o
LN wi
- * e -:43"...
~» ~e L LN (0
% A S
, 3 . y AT \I
\ iR g P DT .
N tx
. ohd e \
" -
2 " S AT A _ &
Ve ; ¢
X » oY llO.a vl 29 ”.l n, " ot s
e’ oA FAR | ) R \
ctrpl.ff "\ LN < - A TN
= (.... ,l:’.r. 5 > .. . - ‘u .
a .. » s - . <
r.f.. mON oYYy u v..r-l. .. < -
v S.“.JJ - WV - 2 - 5 4.
1 ' . M «yoa. A e
lr.‘..?..c du L ..\ "l .PA\\ »! "
" Io‘.wu‘(..q > by » » .4y
R VAR LN AIA
N > oth;(.i... SWILAN T o ih3 A :
> . . A T A e TR e e
. . , - " a : Mt e  ah PR N
Ao .fa,vl»‘.c(ﬂ:y'. T SIS e AR AN }N: . " K LN =R b g b Ay
. ..\fJ.lu.( PR - > . » Y .\\vl/v.ff\ . < . . . o3 TR L ~
Tl A ; d»r..\un/.../.. st M 8 ¢ ar..f..q;..”...r.)ax..,.«.o}xx.if SAran s ok e ST AR ST o AR\ 9l
A Moy *y .vv e ! g ¥ a-.(lc. y- o TN et "\ " ..JI. 2 <\ oy ¥y - ! A .(.. s SR
r.;.u er.ssts ..n»um. .w?rz..v.utm_..w.&u«f.ﬁan: o un....,«,u A &?.iffe...lv.q.mfwnur T e P M TR 2 Rt
e 3(:30 . A r/fé.-vo A .a.-v s o TA” Sy ‘f g o - v ! v;.l S A WNEa -ﬂl.. J”). « N 3 TN )
%«'v ?a § SAWTS L ﬂ.\’ D L T, 31 ..‘4 A.m. Al SN v v k." i2 5
. 0% N - AL
- .

PRt Lyt - : ¥ ; > . Brates e UL 824 b AT Sy . .
s s b S e Y ey ¥ 7 A - by Ay av e * < A ~ . ¥ 3 - ‘rﬁ o ’.\.AY 2, 0 PN g i % 3w YO
R TR S S NN S S 2 SR R s D S N
YR A R A VR ) «\r. Ity 0N Al b DT S (“V Y ol e ¢ - e o y

' A \ s ..tﬁdl.ﬂ . .\..}lﬂ .' O \ R O VTG T v -yt 2 3o e

A RV e NS B NN ﬂf Vs 2 ety dk R LU e AN TN ey Pre M4
B B E R R W e B R ML S A S




Vol. 171 WASHINGTON, THURSDAY, NOVEMBER 20, 2025 No. 196

Qongressional Record

WGP - vy -

United States
of America

th
PROCEEDINGS AND DEBATES OF THE ] ]9 CONGRESS, FIRST SESSION
e S N L e B S B B 3 o e B A L o R A R e A T T e Y e P T S IV PP T Dy oo e sty )

www.CongressionalRecord.gov

e € e L e N A T B T L T B e B e R Y e AT OO B S OB W DN [y e e D TP

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT PUBLISHING OFFICE
SETITUT PR CTATAL ELRE LUTANT S ST L RS T AL ST

0028¢

ECR SENATO00SBJCPF 003 F 35

SENATE DOCUMENT ROOM

FOR QFFICIAL BUSINESS ONLY
WAS HINGTON DC 20510




